
Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association of New England (CCBA) 
Board Meeting Minutes 

CCBA Board Meeting Minutes (First Meeting) 

Date: January 12,2004 (Monday) 7:00 PM 

Place: CCBA Conference Room 

Chair: Roman Chan 

Recorded by: Tommy Gee, Winnie Leung 

Attendance: (See Recorded Document for Signatures) More than 70 people attended the 
meeting. Attendees included 5 officers, 48 delegates, 6 advisors and 10 plus people 
sitting in from the community. 

(1) Announcement: 

(I) The meeting started at approximately 7:00 PM. The president, Roman Chan, 
welcomed all the attended delegate directors. He introduced himself, as well as the new 
staffs ofCCBA, Winnie Leung as the English Secretary, Hung Goon as the Auditor, 
Tommy Gee as the Chinese Secretary, and Rosemary Yee as the Treasurer. He reminded 
the delegate directors to sign themselves in the CCBA meetings notebook. He also asked 
everyone to do a self-introduction. 

(2) The chairman asked Tommy Gee to reiterate the notes from the 11125/03 CCBA 
Board Meeting notes. Tommy Gee stated that 48 delegate directors attended today's 
meeting. On 11125/03,54 directors attended the meeting. Mr. Dick Wong facilitated last 
meeting. Meeting notes were recorded by Karen Kan due to the absence of the former 
Chinese Secretary, Mr. Kang Ming Wong. 

After Tommy Gee completed reading the recorded notes, Michael Wong and Paul Chan 
stated that the language recorded did not match what was said. After a discussion, Peter 
Chan and Robert Leung recommended, "that Absentee Ballot is not acceptable as an 
Election rule." It was voted on and accepted. 

(3) Roman Chan asked Tommy Gee to record the results of the 2003 election. The 
2004-2005 officers are recorded as follow: 

President 
Chinese Secretary 
English Secretary 
Treasurer 
Auditor 

Roman Chan (33) 
Tommy Gee (34) 
Winnie Leung (30) 
Rosemary Lam (31) 
Hung Goon (32) 

Simon Choi (21) 
Daniel Yee (21 ) 
Joe Wong (24) 
Kwok Hon Wong (23) 
Paul Lam (22) 
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(4) Roman Chan reported that he received a notice signed by Dick Wong, which 
stated that the installation of the new staffs should be postponed due to a legal docwnent 
received from the Law Offices of Steven J. Topazio dated 12/31104. The copy of the 
letter was passed to all the directors. CCBA reserves the right to seek legal action on this 
matter. 

(5) Treasurer Report: Rosemary reported the financial status to the Board. 

(6) Transition: 

( i )The followings were received from Joe Simmons and reported by Rosemary: 

( A )A chequebook 
( B ) a financial journal 
( C )CCBA 2003 Balance Sheet 
( D )Income from Jan 2003 to Dec 2003 
( E )Some invoices 
( F )Checks from July 2003 to Dec 2003 expense 

( ii )Tommy Gee reported that he got a Meeting Notes book from Joe Simmons. 

(iii )Winnie LeWlg reported that she got a 3-ring binder, which consisted of copies of 11 
contracts. Winnie LeWlg passed copies of the summary of the contracts to the directors 
and commWlicated the summary to the directors in Chinese. A copy of the summary is 
attached. (Attachment) 

Jerry Chu commented that there seemed to be a lot of issues with the contracts. Roman 
Chan responded that we will do a thorough investigation with all the contracts and win 
report to the Board in future meetings. 

( iv )HWlg Goon reported that he did not receive anything from Joe Simmons. 

(7) Roman Chan reported that he received a few keys and a binder consisted of copies 
of correspondence to and from Joe Simmons. He stated that CCBA files are normally 
kept in the office of CCBA. He had in many attempts asked for the files with no success. 
He finally received copies of some files but no originals were found. Roman Chan 
reported that Joe Simmons was terminated on January 8, 2004 and asked the board to 
vote on his decision. Paul Chan made a motion to terminate the interim CEO, Joe 
Simmons, and Michael Wong, Tze ChWlg Chi and Yet Wah Chan seconded the motion. 
Roman asked if the issue needs to be discussed and no response was received. A vote 
was taken and 42 eligible directors voted to terminate Joe Simmons. No one objected 
and no one abstained. 

(8) Roman Chan further stated that the Law office of Thomas Drohan did not seem to 
be looking out for the best interest of CCBA. He recommended that CCBA be 
represented by the Law office of Mark Funnan and DiNapoli. Paul Chan made the 
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motion to accept and Albert Li and Reggie Wong seconded the motion. A vote was taken 
and 40 eligible directors voted to accept. 

(II) Discussion of Interests: 

(l) Roman Chan reported that there would be a Chinese New Year Celebration on 
January 25, 2004. This event is co-sponsored by the CCBA, the Chinese Community of 
New England, the Chinese Business Association, and the Chinatown Main Street 
Roman Chan says in the past, CCBA always hosted the Chinese New Year on the second 
day of the Lunar Chinese New Year. It was agreed that CCBA will be hosting the 
Chinese New Year banquet on January 23, 2004, Friday. Location was decided based on 
a draw by Dr. C.K. Lau between China Pearl and the Empire Garden Restaurant China 
Pearl was drawn. The cost of each table was not to exceed $225 and was committed by 
Melvin Lee, who's a manager at China Pearl. There were a total of27 tables reserved by 
the directors during the meeting. Additional reservations can be made by informing any 
CCBA officers. It was decided that the Chinese New Year banquet would be held at the 
Empire Garden Restaurant in 2005. 

(2) 4 Committees were established to deal with critical issues of CCBA that need 
immediate attention. It was agreed all committees would be chaired by one of the CCBA 
officers. 

1. By-laws Amendment Committee 

Tommy Gee (Interim chair), Peter Chan, Dong Wong, Jerry Chu, Ed Chiang, 
Michael Wong, Robert Leung, Yu-Kwok Moy, Wilson Lee, Theresa Tsoi, 
Paul Chan 

Roman Chan indicated that in order to amend any by-law, the committees need to bring 
the proposal before the Board. Once voted by the Board, it will be followed by a vote at 
the "Chinatown All Hands Meeting". 

2. Tai Tung Village Management Committee 

Winnie Leung (Interim chair), Paul Chan, Dong Wong, Kwok-hon Wong, Albert 
Li, Michael Wong, Jerry Chu, Henry Yee, Hing Soohoo 

3. Assets Management Committee 

Winnie Leung (Interim chair), Reggie Wong, Wilson Lee, Albert Li, Ed Chiang 
Robert Leung, Melvin Lee 

4. Fiscal Management Committee 

Rosemary Yee (Interim chair), Poi-Kwun Ho, Aida Deng, Wendy Ng, Hung 
Goon, Theresa Tsoi, Doris Chan Wan 

3 



(3) Roman Chan suggested that he would like to invite Mr. Lun-Iup Chung to come 
in to conduct a Robert's Rule training class to the Board. The training session is 
suggested to be 30 minutes in length. Roman will discuss with Mr. Chung regarding the 
fee and the tenns. If agreed, the session will be scheduled prior to a Board meeting. 

(4) Other Business: 
Chee~Sum Fan had brought up a suggestion to place the Republic of China flag at 
CCBA due to the following reasons: 
1. The Republic of China flag has also been a symbol represented at the CCBA in 

the past. 
2. The majority of CCBA office in North American do have the presence of the 

Republic of China flag. 
3. The picture of Mr. Suen Chung San is still a strong presence at the CCBA office. 

Robert Leung indicated that this practice was voted and was changed and the People of 
Republic China has been the official symbol for CCBA. Roman Chan decided that the 
Board needs more time to discuss since this is a critical issue, which affects many people 
in the community and had included this subject as one of the agenda for next CCBA 
Board meeting. 

(5) Albert Li says that the CCBA board has not approved the litigation brought upon by 
Daniel Yee. Therefore CCBA should not be responsible for any legal fees incurred and 
that Daniel Yee should not be using any CCBA fund to pay for the lawsuit. It is 
suggested that any director may incur legal fee while acting and executing the by-laws of 
CCBA and CCBA should be responsible for paying the legal fee. The legal fee incurred 
by the 20 returning organizations shall be paid by CCBA. Mr. Che Chung Chi suggested 
that CCBA should reserve the right to seek legal action against the legal letter brought 
upon by Daniel Vee. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM. 
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